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"Divining Living Water"

This is what you call a "divining rod" and the person who uses it is a "diviner" or as some
say, a "dowser."  It is an old practice used to locate water beneath the surface of the ground.

Divining or dowsing, has a long history.  Some believe it may have started in Germany
back in the 15th century, when it was used to find metals in the ground.  Some point to ancient
cave paintings that may suggest that some form of dowsing may have been used by prehistoric
humans.  

It has been around a long time.  And not all of that time has it been seen as a good and
favorable thing.  In the 1600s it was believed to be a "superstitious" or "satanic" practice, that it
was the devil, or evil influences that would move the rod.  However, it was later used in the
tracking of criminals and heretics, which you can understand, could be easily abused and used
deceptively, and so that practice was soon forbidden. 

In the 19th and 20th centuries in the western states of this country, farmers, ranchers and
homesteaders used dowsing to locate water wells on their properties.  Some folks continue to use
it to this very day, though most do not believe it really works.  There was even a Mr. William
Pryce, who in 1778, offered an explanation as to how and why dowsing actually worked:  
"The corpuscles...that rise from the Minerals, entering the rod, determine it to bow down, in order to render it

parallel to the vertical lines which the effluvia describe in their rise.  In effect the Mineral particles seem to be

emitted from the earth; now the Virgula [rod], being of a light porous wood, gives an easy passage to these

particles, which are also very fine and subtle; the effluvia then driven forwards by those that follow them, and

pressed at the same time by the atmosphere incumbent on them, are perpendicularly, to become parallel with the

little columns which those vapours form in their rise."

Many modern studies have been done and almost all seem to suggest that dowsing rarely
succeeds any better than simple chance.  In other words, it is no better than just guessing where
water may be found.  In fact, one rationale is attributed to something referred to as the
"ideomotor effect":  a person's subconscious influencing their bodies without them consciously
knowing about it.  That is, dowsing is nothing but the result of sensory cues, expectancy effects
and probability.  Without knowing it, their own hands are doing the twitching.

But it seems to me, it really depends upon who it is that is doing the divining.  Because,
even in these studies, there were indeed a few rare folks who seemed to have a real ability to
this.  I'm sure many dowsers rely a lot on what they see.  They look for landmarks, a low lying
area, an old dried up river bed, certain types of vegetation.  But a real diviner relies solely on
their instinct, an intuition, a connection with something that tells them what is below the surface.

So, what's my point?  I think we humans are a lot like this.  Normally, most of us figure
we have all we need.  We have enough food and water, we are not starving or dying of thirst. 
Not physically at least.  Now spiritually, that's another matter.  

Spiritually, our souls may be parched, in great need, yet because most of us live our lives
almost exclusively on the surface of life, we don't pay any attention to what is going on



underneath.  And even if we feel that things aren't quite right, that maybe there is something
missing in our lives, even if we sense a superficiality that may be there, we tend to look only on
the surface for any relief.  And like those dowsers who don't really have the ability to divine for
water, we look for landmarks to try and find the answer to our thirst, instead of relying on the
power of the one who can locate the real living water, beneath the surface, that our souls need.

Our lives may be filled with everything we think we need:  good job, beautiful spouse
and family, good health, the big house, secure stock portfolio and lots of money in our bank
account.  Yet the landscape of our souls may be dry as a desert.  We may busy every minute of
our lives with Facebook, texting and tweeting, skyping and watching TV, and yet we may still
feel there is something wanting in our lives.  We can spend all our time, all our lives, looking in
the wrong places for that which will truly quench our thirst, and still not find it.

But you know, as people of faith, we have some help.  I've found the psalms in the Bible
to be very helpful.  There are all kinds of psalms.  Psalms of praise to God, psalms of
thanksgiving for all we have and for all creation.  But there are also psalms of anguish and
psalms that cry out for God's help.  

Our psalm for today, #51, is a prayer for healing and inner renewal.  "Have mercy on me,
O God, according to your steadfast love; according to your abundant mercy blot out my
transgressions. . . . Behold, you desire truth in the inward being; therefore teach me wisdom in
my secret heart. . . Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right spirit within me."

The psalmist is aware of the inner being, the life below the surface of things.  That is the
place where God can dig in and put a "new and right spirit" within us.

In our gospel for today, Jesus is being sought out by some Greeks, possibly the author's
way of saying that Jesus is, at this point more than just a Jewish Messiah, that, as the Pharisees
have just pointed out, "the whole world is going after him."  And that this is a sign that the hour
has come for the Son of Man, and that he is about to be glorified and that his life is near its end.

But Jesus also states, that just as he is prepared to surrender his life, like a grain of wheat
must die and be buried if it is to produce fruit, so too must those who choose to follow him be
prepared to give up their lives.  "Those who love this life will lose it, and those who hate the life
in this world will keep it for eternal life.  If any one serves me, he must follow me; and where I
am, there shall my servant be also; if any one serves me, the Father will honor that one."

It is that surface life that we are called to let go of but the inner life, the life below the
surface, the life where we find the living water, that is the life that is eternal.  That is the life that
we are to follow Jesus to.

So, in this last week of the Lenten season, may you be aware of the landscape in which
you are living.  Ask yourself, is all of your life lived up on the surface, or are you taking time to
delve deeper, digging down for what lies beneath?  You won't need a divining rod to locate what
you really need.  You just need to take time in prayer and silence and open your inner being,
your true heart, to God.  It is only there that we will find the living water that can quench any
thirst we may have.  Amen.


